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that personal ambition of the leaders had no small part in the
events of October sgth and afterwards.

At one time it was suspected that King Ghazi might have
been cognizant of the plot, his impatience at the limitations
placed on his power being well-known.1 His assurances to the
contrary appeared to be sincere, particularly in the light of sub-
sequent events. Indeed, Baqir Sidql and Hikmat Sulaiman,
supported by the armed forces, may be regarded as possessing
sole power in 'Iraq to-day despite published statements that
General Sidqi would concern himself solely with the re-organ-
ization of the army, that the Government would work with a
freely elected Parliament and that the rights of all section of the
people would be respected.

Council of Ministers
Among the principal factors which have adversely affected the
position and the functioning of the Council of State may be
listed its susceptibility to outside influence, its instability, not
altogether unrelated as has already been indicated, and the lack
of a sufficiently large class of'Iraqis of Cabinet rank.
In the period from August, 1921, to October, 1932, the
average life of the fourteen Cabinets was less than ten months
each. Four Ministries, the second of the Naqxb, that of Taufiq
Beg, the fourth of 'Abdul Muhsin Beg and that of Naji Pasha,
lasted less than four months each. Nuri Pasha's first Cabinet,
by remaining in office from March 23rd, 1930,* to October igth
1931, had the longest existence although its tenure was not
undisturbed by internal dissensions. Such instability, due
largely to the King's influence, to the conflict of British and
1 Al~Ayyam (Damascus), November 3rd, 1936, cites Baqir Sidqi, however,
as saying: 'In no way have I proceeded in any action against the will 01 H.M, the
King and of the Supreme Power.*
2 Waqayi* al~*Iraqiya (Government Gazette), No* 844, March 27th, 1930,
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